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   Saint Rose of Lima Chapel 
            “Praise be Jesus Christ, now and for ever.” 
         Open for Prayer/Visits to the Blessed Sacrament. 
                    7 Days a Week - 6am to 9pm 

SAINT ROSE OF LIMA CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
718-474-7079   /   Fax: 718-634-0524 

Web Si te :  s troseof l imacathol icacademy.org  
Mrs. Theresa Andersen, Principal 

Ms. Kimberly Wilson, Assistant Principal 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
   We, the people of Saint Rose of Lima, called by God to   
proclaim the mystery of Christ’s saving presence, commit 
ourselves to serve our God, our Church, and our Community 
by the total giving of ourselves to the divine plan He has for 
us: “For I know well the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare, ...a future full of hope.”  (Jer. 29:11) 
   Formed by the Living Word of God, strengthened by the 
Eucharist, committed to Perpetual Adoration, we celebrate the 
uniqueness of each of us, placing ourselves at the service of 
all.  We long to be one body in Christ. 

 
“THEY DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE TEACHING OF THE  

APOSTLES AND TO THE COMMUNAL LIFE, TO THE BREAKING 
OF THE BREAD AND TO THE PRAYERS.” ACTS 2:42 

Parish Web Site 
ht tp: / /s t roseofl ima-queens.org 

 

Parish E-Mail 
saintroseofl imarbny@gmail .com 

Rectory Office  
 
 

130 Beach 84th Street 
Rockaway Beach, NY 11693 

 

Phone: 718-634-7394 
 

Fax: 718-634-6591 
 
 
 

Hours 
 

Monday: 9:00am to Noon 
 

Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday: 
9:00am to Noon 

and  5:00pm to 8:00pm 
 

Friday: 9:00am to 5:00pm 
 

Saturday: 9:00am to Noon 
 

Sunday: CLOSED 

Mrs. Bridget Murphy, Director of Religious Education 
Ms. Sally Flores, Youth Minister 

 

Mrs. Erin Romain, Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Luz Rivera, Business Manager 

 

Mr. James McCabe, Organist 
Mr. Jaroslaw Lepkowski, Organist 
Ms. Agnieszka Misior, Principal,  

Polish Supplementary School 

Rev. James A. Kuroly, Pastor 

Rev. Slawomir Sobiech, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Mr. Juan M. Carattini, Permanent Deacon 

Rev. Robert W. Czok, In Residence 

SUNDAY MASSES 
   Saturday (Vigil): 5:00pm (English) 

   Sunday: 8:00am (English),  9:30am (Spanish), 
11:00am (English), 12:30pm (Polish)  

WEEKDAY MASSES (Celebrated in the Chapel) 
Monday - Friday: 8:30am and Noon 

Saturday: 8:30am  

Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ December 23, 2018 

Christmas Schedule of Masses 
 

December 24th 
Christmas Eve Masses 

5:00pm  (English)  /  7:00pm (Spanish) 
9:30pm (Polish) 

 
 
 

December 25th - Christmas 
Mass at Midnight (English)  

 
 
 

December 25th 
Masses During the Day 

9:00am - English and Spanish 
11:00am - English  /  12:30pm - Polish 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~  ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 
See Page 4 for December 31/January 1 Schedule 

     As we approach 2019, we gather 
in Rockaway Beach, thousands of 
miles and more than two thousand 
years from that nameless inn. We 
are most happy that you responded 
to Jesus’ invitation to be a part of 
our Parish Family this Christmas as 
we gather to seek that peace which 
only He can give to our lives. 

     We invite you to share the joy of those shepherds and 
sing with  those angels and with the rest of us as if Christ 
were being born right here, right now, because He can be 
re-born in your heart today. 
     WELCOME HOME! Become a faith-filled disciple 
of Jesus Christ as part of His family here at Saint Rose of 
Lima in Rockaway Beach. 
  

Peace and Christmas Blessings to you and your family! 
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We Celebrate 
 

Baptisms/Bautismos /Chrzty 

 

• 4th Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m. Arrangements 
should be made at least one month in advance.    
Contact the Rectory  Office for information. 

• Los bautismos son el tercer Domingo de cada mes a 
las 2:00 p.m. Los padres deben ponerse en contacto 
con la rectoria, por lo menos un mes antes de la 
fecha y deben asistir a la clase. 

• Prosimy rodzicow lub chrzestnych o zgloszenie 
chrztu w kancelarii parafialnej miesiac przed 
udzieleniem Sakramentu Chrztu. 

 

Confession/Confesión/Spowiedź 
 

• Saturday, 4:00pm-4:45pm 
• First Fridays: 7:30am-8:30am; 11:00am-Noon and 

6:00pm-7:00pm 
• Second Fridays: 6:00pm-7:00pm 
• Anytime by appointment  / en cualquier momento 

con cita previa / w każdej chwili po uzgodnieniu 
 

Marriages/Matrimonios/Sluby 

 

• Marriages usually take place: during the week at  
any time; Saturdays before 3:30pm; Sundays after 
3:30pm. 

• Couples should make arrangements with a priest at 
least six months in advance. 

• Las parejas deben hacer arreglos con el sacerdote, en 
la rectoria, al menos seis meses antes de la fecha de 
la boda. 

• Osoby ubiegajace sie o Sakrament Malzenstwa 
winny zglosic sie do ksiedza szesc miesiecy przed 
data slubu. 

 

Confirmation 
 

Confirmation takes place twice a year: in the Fall for 
Teenagers and Spring for Adults. Please call the Rectory 
for more information. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

• Anointing is available after the Healing Mass on the 
First Saturday of the month 

• If someone at home is seriously ill, please call the     
Rectory to arrange for a Priest to celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Anointing in your home.  

 

Special Monthly Masses 
 

• Healing Mass ~ First Saturday of the Month at 
5:00pm 

• Youth Mass ~ Second Saturday of the Month at 
5:00pm 

• Mass for Vocations ~ Third Saturday of the Month 
at 5:00pm 

     Na tej skale zbuduję mój Kościół 
Sobre esta roca voy a construir mi iglesia 

We Teach 
 

Religious Education for Children 

• English - Sundays - 9:15am-10:45am - School 
• Spanish - Sundays - 8:15am-9:20am - Board Room 
• Polish - Saturdays - 12:30pm - School 
Sacramental Prep Course for Adults 

• RCIA (English) - Tuesdays - 7:00pm - Saint Martin  
• RCIA (Spanish) - Sundays - 11:00am (after the 

9:30am Mass) - Board Room 
• RCIC (Academy) - 1st Monday of the Month - After 

School - School 
Baptism Prep Course 
• English - 3rd Sunday of the Month - 12:15pm (after 

the 11:00am Mass) - Saint Martin Room 
• Spanish - 2nd Sunday of the Month - 11:00am (after 

the 9:30am Mass) - Saint Martin Room 
Formation 

• "Alive in the Spirit" - Mondays - After the 8:30am 
Mass and Novena - Church 

• Adult Faith Formation: Tuesdays at 7:00pm in the 
Chapel 

• "For All the Saints" - A look at various Saints 
throughout Church history - Fridays (except 1st   
Friday) - After the 8:30am Mass and Novena - 
Church 

We Pray 
 

• The Rosary ~ Monday-Saturday after the 8:30am 
Mass; Sundays: 9:00am (Spanish), after 11:00am 
Mass (English) 

• The Chaplet to the Divine Mercy ~ Daily at 3:00pm 
• Novenas ~ Each day after the 8:30am Mass 
     Monday: Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 
 Tuesday: Saint Anthony  /  Wednesday: Saint Jude 
    Thursday: Saint Anne  /  Friday: Sacred Heart  
• First Friday ~ 

7:30am-8:30am - Confessions 
8:30am - Holy Mass and Novena to the Sacred Heart 

9:45am - Holy Mass with Academy 
11:00am-Noon - Confessions (in the Church) 

Noon - Angelus and Holy Mass; 6:30pm - Confessions 
7:30pm - Polish Devotions and Holy Mass 

• First Saturday ~ In Honor of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary - 8:30am - Holy Mass, followed by Novena, 
talk, Rosary and Benediction 

• Second Friday ~ 6:00pm to 7:00pm - Holy Hour 
with Confessions / 7:15pm - Misa en Español 

• Family Cross Ministry -  Each Sunday a family 
takes the cross and promises to pray each day that 
week as a family. Sign-up sheets in back of Church. 

• Special Holy Hours ~ 
 First Thursday of the Month: For Priests and the 
 Church 
 Last Friday of the Month: Women's, Men's or  
 Couple's Retreat (See Bulletin for Information) 
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See the Flyers in Church for More Information 
About These and Other Parish Events 

Sluzmy Bogu z radoscia   
Servir al  Señor con alegría  

FIRST SUNDAYS:  Members of the Parish Staff will 
be in the back of the Church for Parish Registration,  

Mass  Intentions and other information.  

Parish Groups 
We Evangelize 

Sunday 
Hospitality Sunday - 1st Sunday of the Month after 

every Mass 
Sagrado Corazon (Monthly) - Last Sunday - 11:00am - 

Fr. Peter Gillen Room 
Monday 
Young at Heart - 1:00pm (1st and 3rd Mondays when 

Academy is Open) - Auditorium 
Polish Prayer Group - 7:00pm - Chapel 
Tuesday 
Saint Anthony Prayer Group - After the 8:30am Mass - 

Chapel  
Girl Scouts (Daisies & Brownies) - 3:30pm (2nd & 4th 

Tuesdays) - Fr. Peter Gillen Room 
Legio de Maria (S) - 7:00pm - Fr. Peter Gillen Room 
Wednesday 
Youth Music Ministry - 7:00pm - Church 
Charismatico (S) - 7:00pm - Chapel 
Thursday 
Girl Scouts (Cadets) - 3:30pm (2nd & 4th Thursdays) -          

Fr. Peter Gillen Room 
Cursillo - 7:00pm - Fr. Peter Gillen Room 
Coro Hispano - 7:00pm - Church 
Friday 
AA (English) - 10:00am - Fr. Peter D. Gillen Room 
Charismatics (E) - After 8:30am Mass - Chapel 
Girl Scouts (Juniors) - 3:30pm (2nd & 4th Fridays) -          

Fr. Peter Gillen Room 
Saturday 
Legion of Mary (E) - 11:00am - Fr. Peter Gillen Room 
Divine Mercy (S) - 3:00pm - Chapel    
Star of the Sea Lay Carmelites Community Meeting - 

Second Saturday - After 8:30am Mass and Rosary -   
Board Room 

 

We Serve 
 

At the Altar 
 

• Coro Hispano - Thursdays at 7:00pm 
 

• Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, Lector, 
Usher, Altar Server - If interested in one of these 
Ministries, please call the Rectory 

 

• Altar Society - Help care for the Church - Sundays at 
2:00pm 

 

• Altar Servers - Practice - Saturdays at 3:00pm - 
Church 

 

Community 
 

• Food Pantry - Tuesday and Friday, 10:00am to 
11:45am. (Donations of canned foods and other non-
perishable items can be left in the grotto in Church)  

• Nursing Home Visit and Mass - 
 1st Monday of the Month at Resort Nursing Home 
 2nd Monday of the Month at Horizon Care Center  

THIS WEEKEND 
Sunday, December 23 ~ Final Solemn 

Vespers at 5:00pm 



Monday, December 24 ~ Daily Mass: 

ONLY at 10:00am 
Wednesday, December 26 ~ Daily Mass: 

ONLY at 10:00am 
Wednesday, December 26 ~ Mass in    

Polish at 7:00pm 
Monday, December 31 - Polish New Year 

Dance (See Page 5 for Information) 
January 1st - Feast of Mary the Mother 

of God - Holy Day of Obligation  (See 
Schedule on Page 4) 

Mass of the Epiphany 
for All Children  

Sunday, January 6th 
at 9:30am 

 

Bilingual Mass 
followed by Reception 

and Visit from the 3 Kings 

Chapel  
December 25th & January 1st 

There will NOT be Adoration on 
either of these days.  

The Chapel WILL be open for prayer. 
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     Od ojca Kuroly 

De padre kuroly 

Dear Friends of Saint Rose, 
 

This time of year gives us an opportunity to reflect on the countless blessings we received in 
our lives because of the generosity of God through the pastoral work at Saint Rose of Lima. 
Through these gifts, we are called to assist our parish in her work to “Serve the Lord Joyfully”, 
which is perhaps our most effective demonstration of faith, love and living the words of Jesus. 
Therefore, I ask you to prayerfully consider making a Christmas Gift of $100.00 to support 
critically important works of the parish.  
Over these months many projects, renovations, and maintenance have been done to enhance 
the beauty of the church. Most recently we put up a new roof and did patch work on the flat 
roofs to avoid any more leaks and damage caused by rain and the winter storms. The cost was 
excessive and I look to your generosity to defray the expense.   
As we look to the future, other projects that are in need include: fixing the hole in the church 
ceiling damaged by roof leaks, renovation to the main church confessional, and a side chapel in 
honor of Our Lady of Czestochowa and Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
Your gift in support of these projects helps make Christ Jesus present to all, parishioners and 
visitors, in a tangible way. Please consider making a sacrificial gift as we celebrate Christmas. 
Thanking you for your consideration and asking the Lord to extend His choicest blessings upon 
you, I am 
 Sincerely in Christ, Reverend James A. Kuroly 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
December 24th 

Christmas Eve Masses 
5:00pm  (English) 
7:00pm (Spanish) 
9:30pm (Polish) 

December 25th - Christmas 
Mass at Midnight (English)  

 

December 25th 
Christmas Masses During the Day 

9:00am - English and Spanish 
11:00am - English  /  12:30pm - Polish 

Breakfast with Santa  
 

Thank you to all of our sponsors who helped make last 
weekend's event such a success.  

 

CYO of Saint Rose of Lima 
Belle Harbor Steakhouse 

Key Food - Rockaway Beach 
Cross County Savings 

Maspeth Press 
Plum Tomatoes Pizzeria and Restaurant 

 

And MANY THANKS to all who came to  
support our Parish Youth Program! 

 

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Holy Mother of God 

A Holy Day of Obligation 
 

                  December 31st ~ 5:00pm Trilingual Mass 
  

January  1st 
HOLY HOUR AT MIDNIGHT  As We Begin 2019 

 

MASSES DURING THE DAY 
8:30am in English 

Noon in English & Spanish 
6:30pm in Polish 

Rectory Closure Notice 
The Rectory will be CLOSED  
from Monday, December 24th  
through Tuesday, January 1st. 
The Rectory will REOPEN  

Wednesday, January 2nd 
 

NO Pantry  -- Re-opens 
on Friday, January 4th! 
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     Poświęcili się naukom Apostołów 

Se dedicaron a las enseñanzas de los apóstoles 

Religious Education News 
 

Today is the Fourth Week of Advent 
 

We wish all the blessings of Christmas to you 
and your families.. 

Classes resume on Sunday, January 6, 2019. 
Children are to meet in the Academy no later 
than 9:15am for attendance. Their teachers will 
then bring them to Mass. The children will be 
dismissed to you after Mass. 

Questions about  Religious Education? 
Please call Mrs. Murphy at the Rectory. 

Youth Group News 
 

NEXT EVENT... 
January 12th 

Watch for more 
information!  

 Questions? Leave message at 
the Rectory for Sally Flores! 

Recently Deceased 
Eugene J.Burke 

Our Parish Family is praying for the souls of  
the recently deceased and for their families. 

New Year  
Dinner Dance 

8:00pm on December 31st  
in the Auditorium 

DJ, snacks, dinner, champagne 
Tickets: $80.00 

Tickets for sale after the Polish Mass  
or call Agnieszka at 718-578-5552 

The Work of Christmas 
 

 When the song of the angels is stilled, 
 When the star in the sky is gone, 
 When the wise men are home, 
 When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
 The WORK of Christmas BEGINS: 
      To find the lost, 
      To heal the broken, 
      To feed the hungry, 
      To release the prisoner, 
      To rebuild the nations, 
      To bring peace among people, 
      To make music in the heart. 

 

Adapted from “The Work of Christmas” by Howard Thurman 

Special Christmas Collections 
 
 
 

Christmas Masses  
(December 24 & 25)  
2 COLLECTIONS:  

OFFERTORY - Parish; 
 SECOND - Catholic Charities. 

Christmas Gift and Flowers 
Thank you to all who so far made  

donations for these two annual collections. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Totals for these two collections will be  
in a January bulletin. 

Extra envelopes are in the Church for the Christmas 
Flowers, Christmas Gift and other collections  

 

Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord 

Sunday, January 13th 
Special Mass 
at 11:00am 

 
We will celebrate on that day 

with all those who were 
baptized during the past year 

(More Information Next Week) 
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Pray Daily for Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious 

Queens Library - Adult Learning Center in Peninsula 
Branch / 92-25 Rockaway Beach Boulevard -- 

FREE English Classes (ESOL - English for Speakers of 
other Languages) -- Ages 18 and older -- Funded by DYCD 

NDA Immigrant Grant.  Registration Schedule:  
Every Friday from 11:00am - 3:00pm. Walk-in Accepted 

Register In Person on a 1st-Come, 1st-Serve Basis  
For More Information Contact Peninsula Library --  

718-945-7058  
Looking for a Place for Spiritual Refreshment? Check 
Out: Jamaica Estates: Bishop Molloy Retreat House -  2018-
2019 Retreat Theme: “Do What You Love!” The full 
schedule and registration information is on their website:  

Web address: bishopmolloy.org  // Phone: 718-239-1229 / 
Location: 86-45 Edgerton Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11432 

------------------------------ 
Oceanside: Tabor Retreat Center - Variety of offerings. Three 
monthly programs: Wisdom and Healing Circle, Women's 
Circle, Pathway Journeling will begin in September. For info 
on these and other programs: 

Web address:  taborretreatcenter.net // Phone: 516-536-
3004 // Location: 60 Anchor Ave, Oceanside, NY 11572 

DSSM Neponsit Adult Day Health Care (DSSM-Neponsit 
Centro de Cuidado de Salud Para Adultos) --  230 Beach 
102nd Street, Rockaway Park. Phone: 718-634-1400 ext. 104. Hot 
breakfast, lunch and snacks. Wide variety of programs for adults and 
senior citizens, Medicaid accepted, free transportation. 

December 23 - December 30 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent..................… 
Micah 5:1-4a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45  

Monday.....................2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Luke 1:67-79 
The Nativity of the Lord 

(Vigil) Isaiah 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:1-25; 
(Night) Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14;  

(Dawn) Isaiah 62:11-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20; 
(Day) Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 

Wednesday........................Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Matthew 10:17-22 
Thursday.............................................1 John 1:1-4; John 20:1a, 2-8 
Friday..........................................1 John 1:5--2:2; Matthew 2:13-18 
Saturday...............................................1 John 2:3-11; Luke 2:22-35 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph..................… 

1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28; 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24; Luke 2: 41-52 
Take Time to Prayerfully Reflect on the Mass Readings   

Scripture Texts may be found at: usccb.org 
Reflections on each day’s scriptures may be found at: 

The Word Among Us -- wau.org 
Each Month’s Sunday Readings and reflection questions - 

available for free download at: emmausjourney.org 

Thank You 
This year, we have done very well in the ACA 

thanks to all who were able to make pledges/gifts. 
REMINDER: The amount paid OVER the Goal 
by December 31st will be returned to Saint Rose 
for Parish use. If you have a balance please, if 

possible, complete your pledge by 12/31. Thanks! 
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Military:  We continue to pray for all 
US Armed Forces personnel serving 
throughout the world 

------------------------- 
 

Sick: Carmen Baez, Liz Bennett, Melissa Blake, John Caetano, 
Sr. M. Doretta Cornell, Joanne Dombkowski, Martin John 
Dolphin, Nancy Fasano, Lucy Gomez, Gloria Gonzalez, 
Marylou Grimaldi, Sister Patricia Hannan RDC, Philip 
Howell, Joseph Kessler, Denise Ledwith, Joanne Lindner, Kari 
Lynch, Diana Lyons-Dillard, Graciella Marrugo, Robert 
Angelo Meano, Patricia Mills, Larry Moyse, FM, Benedict 
Onugha, Icenie Paite, Ronnie Page, Jeriel Palguachi, 
Compton Payne, Brendan Raftery, Patricia Rome, Muriel 
Rope, Andrea Rosario, Patricia Sellier, Elaina M. Stevenson, 
Felix Suero, James Sweeney, Patricia Tuite 

 

Please contact the Rectory to place a name on the military or 
sick lists, and please advise when a name is to be removed.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
 

Saturday, December 22 (Vigil) 
5:00pm Aldo and Concetta DeRespino (Deceased) 

 
 

Sunday, December 23 
8:00am Mackayla Kavanaugh (Deceased) 
9:30am Visente Alvarez and Dominga Muñoz, Paulino 
 Alvarez, Calixto Kevedo 
11:00am People of the Parish 
12:30pm Marian Wroblewski (Deceased/Anniversary) 
 Anna Gorska (Living/Birthday) 

 
 

Monday, December 24  
10:00am Wha Yoang (Grace) Suh, Raymond Suh 
 and Family (Living) 

 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Christmas Masses 
Monday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 
5:00pm Wha Yoang (Grace) Suh, Raymond Suh 
 and Family (Living) 
7:00pm (Spanish) 
9:30pm (Polish) Henryka Pisanko (Deceased)  
 
Tuesday, December 25 (Christmas)  

Intention for All Masses: People of the Parish 
MIDNIGHT (English) 

(DAY) 9:00am (English & Spanish)  /  
11:00am (English)  /  12:30pm (Polish) 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Wednesday, December 26 (S. Stephen) 
10:00am Kathleen Walsh (Deceased) 
7:00pm (Polish)  
 

Thursday, December 27 (S. John) 
8:30am Esteban Clemente (Deceased) 
Noon Msgr. James Spengler (Living/Birthday) 
 

 

Friday, December 28 (The Holy Innocents) 
8:30am Deceased Members of the Meegan and 
 McMullan Families 
Noon Kathleen Walsh (Deceased) 

 
 

Saturday, December 29 (S. Thomas Becket) 

8:30am Deceased Members of the Orr Family 
 
 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 
 

Saturday, December 29 (Vigil) 
5:00pm Mary Bertolini (Deceased) 

 
 

Sunday, December 30 
8:00am People of the Parish 
9:30am  
11:00am Maria and George Rokenbrod 
12:30pm Boleslaw Golebiewski (Deceased) 
 Antos (Living/Good Health and Blessing for 
 Birthday) 
  

Young People ARE Being Called by God to 
Serve in the Church! Pray for Them AND 
Encourage Them to Pursue God’s Call! 
Diocesan Vocations Office: 718-827-2454 

 

Email: vocations@diobrook.org 
 

  www.BrooklynPriests.org 
 

Facebook - facebook.com/BrooklynVocations 

Stewardship              

2nd Collections:   
Today--12/23: Maintenance and Repair 

Next Weekend--12/30: Maintenance and Repair 
 

Due to early bulletin deadlines, the 12/16 
collection information is not available. 
It will be provided as soon as possible. 

Memories and Dreams 
     Throughout our lives, we retain the language and 
habits of our native region and family of origin. Should 
we return to our home after a long absence, we quickly 
revert to its familiar speech and practices. Our deep 
memory is reflected in old stories and words and speech 
patterns. This familiarity runs like an underground river 
and accompanies us wherever we go. 
     Not only do we remember, we are incorporated into 
and made part of a greater memory. In remembering and 
recollecting, we are in turn gathered up and re-collected. 
     Today we remember Mary, a small figure travelling 
the country roads to visit Elizabeth. All the great 
pronouncements and dreams of the prophets point to this 
time when the Lord's words to Mary would be gathered 
and fulfilled. The memories of her people are alive in her, 
and memories of her nourish our own living faith.  
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 
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